Animal farm – review by Lubor Zelinka (7.B)


On December 10th we saw  theatre play based on novel by George Orwell – Animal farm. Although I didn't enjoyed it much, I'd like to say few words about it.


Firstly, about plot – it's simply great parody of communism, from my point of view. Originally published in 1945, it greatly reflects events which happened much later (i.e. political processes with “traitors”  in the 50's). The main idea is very simple – animals (with abilities and qualities on the same level as people), living on the Manor farm, want to get out of their terrible situation, as they're owned by despotic and alcoholic Mr. Jones. So called Revolution is planned and led by pigs, because they're “The most intelligent animals.” , or at least they think so. In the beginning, they all think that the Revolution is beginning of their new (and better) life. However, when times goes on, they realize that pigs are even worse than people, and some of them are even killed (or murdered, if you want), in the name of better tomorrow.


Pigs at first teach other animals to write and read (or, at least few letters of the alphabet), then they lead Revolution against the farm owner. After this success, they rename the farm as Animal Farm and declare principles of animality. i.e: “No animal should kill another animal” or “No animal should sleep in a bed”. At this time, every animal at farm is happy and looking forward to life in freedom, but this is only dream. Pigs start to act as commanders, or dictators. They love the taste of being in power, and they're determined to do anything to stay in power. They even execute few animals who don't like their ideas and call them “traitors”. At the same time, they modify some of the principles of animality , such as “No animal should kill another animal” to “No animal should kill another animal without reason. ” When they rid of enemies, they start to act in the very same way as Mr. Jones – they move into house, drink alcohol, sleep in a bed...The play ends when the pig leader, named Napoleon, walks from house on two legs, with medals and ribbon on his uniform, and calls himself “the first president of new Manor Farm”. The message of play is clear, I think – not every change of situation is the best one.


Secondly, about the play itself - I understand that the play was a bit overacted and simplified as it was aimed on people who are learning English, but I think that it was overacted too much. Actors were performing well (I still wonder how they could produce such a strange sounds :) ), but dialogs were too simple and were repeated too often. I've read both the Czech translation of Animal farm and simplified English version, so I think that I can say that the play contained everything described in book, but for some reason I didn't like it at all. If I can compare it with play “Oliver Twist” which we saw last year, I would say i was on “lower level”. 


On the other hand, I have to praise costume and set design, I've noticed interesting creations, such as hen's “caps” made from gloves, or “rotating” fence which seven principles of animality written on it. Also, the actor who was playing on drums was great.


However think that the play was too long (maybe because I know the story), as the book isn't thick enough to be transformed into 2hrs play.


All in all, it was a great opportunity to hear native speakers and to know such a great story. Although I've heard some people, who insisted that it was about nothing, my opinion it was worth seeing and I would recommend the original novel to everyone (unlike the play we saw). I wonder that so many people didn't get the main idea..

